
 
Directions for Collecting Petition Signatures to Recognize Green Party in Maryland 

 
A. Preparation - download documents at http://www.montgomerycountygreenparty.org/media/ 
 
Fill in the county where you are collecting the signatures at the top.  If you encounter people from 
multiple counties, make a separate sheet for each county. The State Board of Elections (SBE) has 
ruled that people don’t have to be from the county listed at the top of the sheet, but it really helps 
them verify the counts. 
 
Put the Green Party signup sheet and these instructions behind the petition sheet, on the 
clipboard, to collect emails (and phone numbers) of people interested in “learning more about the 
Green Party.” We have to max out on using all this time and energy and wonderful people contact, 
to build the party up.  It's a priceless opportunity! Tip – put the signup sheet at the bottom of stack. 
 
Have the Green Party’s 10 Key Values pamphlets with you on the clipboard or in pockets, both 
English and Spanish. Download from the link above or email mdgreens@gmail.com. 
 
Become a certified volunteer voter registrar. Call your county Board of Elections for their 
training schedule to become legally qualified to register voters and submit their forms. It takes 
about 30 minutes and the certification never expires. You can then help someone fill out the voter 
registration form, and you can legally mail it in to ensure it gets submitted. . Carry both English and 
Spanish versions. Keep the certification card in your wallet. Registering someone is a great feeling. 
 
B. Getting Signatures 
 
Basic Rules:  (1) The petitioner may fill in all information for the person except for their signature. 
(2) You must personally observe every signature – no posting on bulletin boards. (3) No marks on 
the front of the petition sheet outside the signature boxes– no informal counts or notes. 
 
Get full name and all middle initials.  The most important thing is to get the full first name (unless 
they registered with a nickname), then initials for all other given names, and the full last name.  This 
information can be in the printed name box or the signed name box or a combination of both, but 
it’s easier to read in the printed box.  It’s helpful to guide them through the process. Double 
check after they’re done, because no matter how many times you say it, some people won't put it in. 
If in doubt with married vs maiden names, or multiple surnames, have them print out all names. Too 
much is OK; too little can invalidate their signature. If in doubt, write it in. 
 
Check if YOU can read the name and initials in the Print Name row, and immediately 
correct/write over the spelling with the signer.  You can dot i’s, cross t’s, close a’s, etc. on the 
printed name, and add the middle initial that they tell you. Note you cannot touch the signature. 
 
Date of birth – This is optional and many people won’t want to include it. It helps the BOE verify 
their registration. The state already has this information.  If they are still concerned, ask them to 
just put in the year as this is still helpful.  
 
Note immediately to the person that the next line is their signature. Usually the address comes 
next on forms, so many people will start to write in their address, then have to scratch it out, and 
sign in the cramped space remaining. Point to the line and say “Sign here next”. 
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They must sign – and that’s all.  This should be their “legal” signature. It does not have to include 
their middle initial but it helps a lot. Try to warn them to sign with middle initial BEFORE they 
sign, just in case.  But accept what they say is their legal signature.  They do not have to sign 
exactly as they are listed in the registered voter database, as we do on an absentee ballot. Their 
driver’s license name is a good clue to their legal signature. The signature does not have to 
legible. For very elderly signers, show them first where to sign, then offer to help them with the rest 
- take back the clipboard, and write in their printed name and address as they dictate it to you. Read 
it back to them to confirm. 
 
Address should be the address at which they are registered to vote.  If they put down a different 
address, the SBE may use this address to update their registration, which should be fine with the 
signer.  A post office box is not a valid address for the purposes of the petition.  Ensure it is legible 
to you, and make any small fixes necessary. If they are moving in the future, use current address 
and remind them to change their voter registration online in order to vote locally in the next 
election. The state will be able to check previous addresses. Check birthdate is legible-close 9’s etc. 
 
Ask if they’d like to receive more information about the Green Party, and know about 
upcoming events, using your intuition on interest. Write down their name, email, and preferences 
(issues, action alerts, volunteer work) on your signup sheet. It’s best if YOU fill in the email, 
because it’s very easy to confuse letters in emails. Fill out their address later that day – it can be too 
time consuming if you have a flow of people.  This offer usually has to be super quick, they are still 
“on their way” somewhere. Sometimes people want to talk a lot – arrange to follow up with them 
later, and move on to next potential signer unless you want to talk. THANK THE SIGNER! 
 
C. Finishing 
 
When a sheet is filled with five signatures, fill out the personal information at the bottom of the 
sheet, and sign and date the Circulator's Affidavit also at the bottom.  A MD address is not 
necessary. Make sure the date you sign is not earlier than any of the dates the signers put down or 
the State will invalidate the entire sheet.  Make a photocopy for safety, and give the original 
personally to your county Green Party group’s collector- contact the state at mdgreens@mail.com 
(410-691-3204) to find your county collector. If you must mail them in, see FAQ #9 below. Each 
one is precious! 

Frequently Asked Questions 
1) Do I have to be a registered voter, or from Maryland, or a citizen, or over 18 to collect 

signatures? 
A. You only have to be at least 18 years old.  Nothing else is required. 

2) What if someone is new to MD or just turned 16, and wants to register to vote and then sign the 
petition? 
A. If they believe they will be registered by December 2019 they may sign.  People may 
register to vote at 16 if they will be 18 by the next election.  You may provide them the form to 
register, and if you are a certified you can help them register, keep their form to submit to the 
state, then have them sign the petition. See #7 below on restrictions helping fill out voter forms. 

3) What if the person has moved within MD since they last updated their address with the Board of 
Elections? Will their signature today be valid if they update their address in the next year, before 
we submit the petitions?  
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A. They should put down the address where they think they will be registered in Dec 2019 or 
their current address.  They should be aware that the SBE may use the address to update their 
registration.  Their signature should be counted either way on the petition.  However it would be 
best if they updated their registration as soon as possible, since it’s easy to forget. 

4) What if someone makes a big mistake and wants to cross out something, for instance an address? 
A. They can cross out and make corrections within a row, but it’s best to X out the entire box 
and start a new one. That makes it much easier to read and verify, both for us and the SBE. 

5) Why is the date of birth on the form optional, when all the other information is mandatory? 
A. It helps the SBE to look up their information in their database, but that’s all. 

6) Will their party registration be changed by signing this petition? 
A. No, their party affiliation will not be updated or changed to Green Party by signing this 

petition.  This is only to help keep the Green Party put candidates on the ballot. 

7) What if the person asks for help filling out the voter registration form?  And can I accept it for 
sending it in?  
A. Helping with voter registration requires special training, and you cannot legally advise the 
person or accept the form for submission without this training and certification. If you have not 
had this training, just urge them to read through the form, fill it out themselves, and they must 
send it in themselves.  But urge them to do it right away, so it doesn’t get forgotten. If you have 
had the training, walk them through it and keep the form to ensure it gets in the mail.  Tip – keep 
your registrar training packet, with voter registration forms in English and Spanish, and 
instruction sheets in English and Spanish in a folder in your car or backpack.  

8) Do I have to fill out a whole sheet to submit it, or can I submit a sheet with just one signature?  
A. Just one signature (or less than five) is fine.  Be sure to put a big “X” throughout all the 
unused boxes, so there is no opportunity for fraud or mistake later. Fill out the affidavit at the 
bottom immediately, date it, photocopy and turn it in. Every single one is critically important. 

9) I don’t normally see anyone in person from the core group of my county to hand it directly to 
someone. Can I mail them in? 
A. You may mail them if it is the only way to get it to us, but it is safer if handed personally to 
your county GP group’s collector.  Use US Postal Service certified mail. Be sure to complete 
the bottom information and sign the Affidavit before mailing, and include your name, 
phone number and email on separate sheet of paper. Send to Tim Willard, 10210 Kensington 
Parkway, Kensington MD 20895. Please contact us first (mdgreens@mail.com) to try a pickup. 

10) What happens to the sheets when the Maryland Green Party receives them?  
A. Every signature and address is manually verified by core volunteers, over hundreds of hours. 
The SBE has challenged and discarded many of our signatures in the past, so we are very careful 
to try to validate all signatures.  An accurate count is made to ensure we have collected more 
than enough to reach the 10,000 minimum – we turn in 15,000 signatures we consider valid. We 
then collate by county, photocopy, and submit to the SBE, probably about December 2019. Keep 
in touch with your county core group to follow the status of the petition drive. This is the sixth 
time we have done this! 

5) Why does the Green Party need to submit petition signatures in order to stay a registered party? 
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A. State law requires each party to win at least 1% of the votes in the governor’s race or have 
approximately 40,000 registered voters affiliated with the party to stay registered. We have not (yet). 

6) How can someone change their registration to the Green Party? 
A. Go online to the Maryland State Board of Elections or use https://tinyurl.com/mdgreen, then the 
Political Parties button. They just need a driver’s license or state-issued ID. Get email for followup. 
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